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Slower Cars Amongst Speed Radars 
Lafayette launches the Slow 
Down, Lafayette program 
to improve traftc safety 
Jenna Kessler, Tatum McElhattan, and Neve Murphy | Busincss and 
Community Outreaclh Team Mem 
ber and Staff Writers 

driver cnuscs dowm Plcasant Hill Road, 
pushing he specd limit. Howerer, secing 

the speed radar sign flash red, hey case off the 
gas as they pass by Acalancs High School and Springhill Elementary School. 
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The City of Lafayette initiated its Slow Dozen. 
Lafayte program on Aug, 1 with the goal of 
addressing the recuring spced limit violations and reducing the number of collisions in the city through speed radar signs, cducaion, and police enforcement. 

The concern that many Lafayette residents 
have for specding, cspecially ncar school sites, 
promoted the need to create a program to ad 
dress the issue. 

"[The program] grows out of he fact that 
there are a lot of general anecdotal comments 

that people are going too fast and are not ob 
serving the speed limits," Lafayette Mayor Carl 
Anduri said. 

Statistics that the Lafayette Police Depart 
ment LPD) obtained through speed radar signs 
support these observaions. According to the 
LPD's sign on Pleasant Hil Rd near Acalancs, 
of 97,303 people who drove past the speed ra 
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lar betwen May | and M:y 21, ouly 17,995, 

appoximately 18.19 penent, cdrwe at or under 
the speed linit. 

I get and just my observaions driving around mend are these black boxes that people dont 
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The city implemented the Sow Dorem, Lafoy 
ee program based on the guidelines which the 
global onganization Vision Zero Network estab 

lisbed in the 1990s. The Vision Zero stratcgy 
aims to prevent and preparc for trallic collsions. 

The core principles of Vision Zero [in-
clude that] human lives must bc prioritized 
over [traffic] mobility" Vision Zero Network 
Program Associate Kate Fefclova said. "Tral-
fic crashes are preventable. Solutions alrcady 
cxist, but we're not using them.. All humans 
make mistakes, and the roadway system should 
be dcsig1ned in anúcipation of thesc mistakes. 
Even if mistakcs happen, thcy should not lead 
to death." 

The first part of he program adhercs to 
Vision Zero's ideas and uses muliple types of 
speed radars to collect data on the locaions of 
specding hotspots in Lalayette. 

"\We are trying to get information on speed in 
different parts of the community" Anduri said. 
"We have got several kinds of equipment that 
measure the speed of cars and the volume of 
traffic. One kind of traffic measuring equip-

see out there, but the police department puts 
them out there and leaves them there for about 
a week to measure the traffic flow" 

Then, the LPD uses this data to determine 
which locations need more or diferent speed 
radars. The department also uses the data to 
help them effectively enforce the speed limit 
and guide drivers to drive at the proper speed. 

We track speed and traffc volumes to iden-
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uly new hot spots ol safety issucs, No nen 
clata is captured. This helps us more cfficiently deploy our cquipment and cnlorcement off. cers to reduce the grcatest number of spccers in town," Lafayctte Rescrve Police Offcer and Codc Enforcement COfficer Andy Comly sajd. As police enforcement increases along rOutes to Acalarncs, many students will cxperience a 
heightencd awareness of their specd in fre. 
quent-specding areas including Plcasant Hi 
Road and Decr Hill Road. In addition o d 
dangers that speeding poses around schools the 
costy traffhc citations may serve as moæiation 
for commuters to follow the posted limits 

Tickcts cause your insurance rates to go 
up, fand it puts points on your driver's license. 
Nothing good comes [from] geting a icket and 
speeding," Campus Supervisor Any McDon 
ald said. 

Aiming to make speeders more aware of their 
acions, the program introduces devices to pro 
vide real-ime feedback. 

We place portable speed display signs along 
roads to help drivers realize thev need to slow 
down. These signs are similar to the perma 
nent ones in front of Acalanes High School. 
We move our signs around town as needed." 
Comly said. 

The last element of Slou DouT, La�nete is 
education. The city aims to spread awareness 
among Lafayette residents about how speecing 
affects the probability and severitv of collisions 
to encourage safer driving through social media 
and other community outreach. 

"If you look at the charts that show the ikei 
hood of severe injury at 20 iles an hour or 25 
miles an hor compard to 35 miles an hour. 
it's eye-opening to see how much greater the 
danger is at the higher speeds Vhat we ar y 
ing to do is make people awar o the nole that 
speed plays in accidents"Anduri sud. 

Though his collaboraçe etlort, the city 
hopes to etlecçvely addres the rcuring speed 
ing isue and make Laavee's strets sler for 
all 

"lt is unckeniable that diving cn be incribBy 
clangeous, if done ncklest, and in cases of ac 
cidents, cn havy a deletenous - aund sonetimes 
clealy - impact on the liies und livelihoods of 
the crive, the drivers anund them, and nearby 
pedestrians. Ensuning sponsible diving and 
tratic sdety is enúrely necessary for dhe suery 
and wellbeing of everyloh;" junior Julia Kit 
ion sid. 



{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

