
City Council  Ordinance 684 
  March 27, 2023 

Page 1 of 4 
 

BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAFAYETTE 
 
IN THE MATTER OF: 
 
An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of  ) 
Lafayette, California approving a citywide zoning text ) 
amendment ZT01-22 to Chapter 6-18 “Flood Damage ) 
Prevention” of the Lafayette Municipal Code  )   Ordinance 684 
contingent on the approval and adoption of ZT 02-22 ) 
Addendum to the Downtown Specific Plan Final  ) 
Environmental Impact Report.    ) 
_____________________________________________ ) 
 
 WHEREAS, since Chapter 6-18 “Flood Damage Prevention” of the Lafayette Municipal 
Code (the “LMC”) was adopted in 2000, federal and state environmental laws have mandated 
protection of natural resources located within watercourses , and the City has adopted goals, 
policies, programs and guidelines in the General Plan in 2002, the Downtown Specific Plan (the 
“DSP”) in 2012, the Downtown Design Guidelines in 2014, and the Downtown Creeks 
Preservation, Restoration and Development Plan (the “Downtown Creeks Plan”) in 2017 for the 
protection of natural resources located within watercourses; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the DSP, Downtown Design Guidelines and Downtown Creeks Plan provide 
guidance for protecting natural resources located within watercourses and  
 

WHEREAS, the DSP, Downtown Design Guidelines and Downtown Creeks Plan contain 
goals, policies, programs and guidelines for increasing public access to downtown creeks; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Downtown Creeks Plan included a recommendation to amend Chapter 6-

18 of the LMC to further its vision of stable and healthy downtown creeks with increased public 
access, and this recommendation has been incorporated into a city-initiated citywide zoning text 
amendment ZT01-22 amending Chapter 6-18 “Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance” of the LMC 
(the “Amendment”); and 

 
WHEREAS, On March 27, 2023, the City Council of the City of Lafayette (the “City 

Council”) considered an Addendum to the DSP Final Environmental Impact Report (the “EIR”) 
and its conclusion that a subsequent environmental impact report is not required for the 
adoption of the Amendment pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (the “CEQA”), 
and the Planning Commission recommended on February 6, 2023, (Resolution 2023-03) that the 
City Council approve and adopt ZT02-22 Addendum to the DSP Final EIR; and 

 
 WHEREAS, On March 27, 2023, the City Council conducted a duly noticed public hearing 
pursuant to Government Code section 65854, at which time it received written and oral 
testimony including a staff report; and 
 
 WHEREAS, all other legal prerequisites to the adoption of this Ordinance have occurred. 
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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAFAYETTE DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Summary.  This ordinance approves an amendment ZT01-22 to Chapter 6-18 Flood 
Damage Prevention of the Lafayette Municipal Code to help protect and enhance downtown 
creeks, and secondarily, to improve consistency between the ordinance and other City plans and 
regulations that promote protection of natural resources along creeks citywide. 
 
Section 2.  Findings. The City Council hereby finds and determines that the Amendment is 
compatible with the General Plan and all elements therein, as described in Exhibit 1 attached 
hereto and incorporated herein by reference.   
 
Section 3.  CEQA.   The City Council finds that, in light of the standards for subsequent 
environmental review pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21166 and State CEQA 
Guidelines section 15162, the proposed ordinance would not result in new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant 
effects that were previously disclosed in the DSP Final EIR.  The proposed ordinance would 
nonetheless necessitate minor changes and additions to the DSP Final EIR, and therefore the 
City prepared ZT02-22 Addendum to the DSP Final EIR pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines 
section 15164 and the City Council approved the Addendum on March 27, 2023 (Resolution 
2022-63). 
 
Section 2.  Adoption of Amendment.  Based on the record before the City Council, all written 
and oral evidence presented to the City Council, including the staff report, and the findings 
made in this Ordinance, the City Council hereby approves the Amendment, as described in 
Exhibit 2 attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 
 
Section 3.  Severability. If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this Ordinance, or any part thereof is for any reason held to be unconstitutional, 
invalid or ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 
validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this Ordinance or any part thereof. The City 
Council hereby declares that it would have passed each section, subsection, subdivision, 
paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance irrespective of the fact that one or more 
sections, subsections, subdivision, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared 
unconstitutional, invalid or ineffective. To this end the provisions of this Ordinance are declared 
to be severable. 
 
Section 4. Publication. The City Clerk shall either (a) have this ordinance published in a 
newspaper of general circulation once within fifteen (15) days after its adoption, or (b) have a 
summary of this ordinance published twice in a newspaper of general circulation, once five (5) 
days before its adoption and again within fifteen (15) days after adoption. 
 
Section 5. Recitals.   The Amendment was considered by the Planning Commission on February 
6, 2023, where the Planning Commission recommended that the City Council adopt ZT02-22 
Addendum to the DSP Final EIR (Resolution 2023-03) and adopt the Amendment (Resolution 
2023-04).  Ordinance 684 adopting the Amendment was introduced at a regular meeting of the  
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City Council on March 27, 2023 and continued to the City Council meeting of April 10, 2023 for a 
second hearing and adoption of the ordinance. 
 
Section 6. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective thirty days after it is adopted by 
the City Council. 
 
The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Lafayette on March 27, 2023 and was adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council on April 
10, 2023, by the following vote: 
 
  
AYES:  Anduri, Dawson, Candell, Gerringer and Kwok 
NOES:  None 
ABSTAIN:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
 
 
ATTEST:       APPROVED: 
 
 
________________________    ________________________ 
Joanne Robbins, City Clerk    Carl Anduri, Mayor 
 
 
Exhibits 
Exhibit 1:  Table Comparing General Plan Goals, Policies and Programs with Supporting 

Amendments to the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance (ZT01-22) 
Exhibit 2:  ZT01-22 Amended Chapter 6-18 of the LMC “Flood Damage Prevention”  
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