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1. Purpose and Goals 
1.1 Purpose 

1.1.1	 Improve the existing park to better serve the needs of people of all 
ages and abilities in the immediate neighborhood. 


1.2 Goals 
1.2.1	 Provide a new park experience for all ages and abilities, with a focus 

on young children that reflects and interprets Lafayette’s history. 

1.2.2	 Make the park more accessible, more educational, more of a 

neighborhood park, and more enjoyable for all ages. 

1.2.3	 Enhance the feeling of Lafayette as a community that is proud of its 

past and, because of that pride, is forward-thinking with a deep 
respect for nature, history, education, and knowledge. 


1.2.4 	 Preserve the passive, local use of the park while creating a more 
inviting space that focuses on Lafayette history . 
1

1.2.5	 Address the change in demographics that has occurred over the past 
15 years since the original master plan was adopted in 2000. The 
neighborhood now has more young families who seek opportunities 
to socialize in a neighborhood park and to have a place where their 
children are fully engaged in memorable recreation activities. 
2

1.2.6	 Provide a park where people with mobility issues as well as 
developmental disabilities can enjoy a variety of park amenities that 
appropriately match their capabilities and interests. 
3

1.2.7	 Include a phased development plan that can guide incremental 
development with available funding and recreational/ educational 
desires expressed by the neighbors. 
4

1.2.8	 Create a model park that showcases sustainability and no / low 
environmental impacts.  5

 PTR Commission minutes, Nov 12, 2014.1

 PTR Commission minutes, Nov 12, 2014.2

 PTR Commission minutes, Nov 12, 2014.3

 PTR Commission minutes, Nov 12, 2014.4

 PTR Commission minutes, Nov 12, 2014.5
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2. Background 
2.1 History of the park and the 2000 master plan 

2.1.1	 The Lafayette Parks and Recreation Facilities Master Plan, 
Background Report describes Leigh Creekside Park:


 The .6 acre park is located on the corner of Moraga Blvd 
and 4th Street and bordered on one side by Las Trampas 
Creek. It is easily accessed by the Lafayette Moraga 
Regional Trail. A majestic, heritage Valley Oak takes Center 
stage to numerous other trees and riparian plants. The park 
provides a shady resting place for people who use the 
regional trail and an open area for neighborhood kids to play. 
The name Leigh Creekside Park was adopted to recognize 
the Leigh family who owned the property and whose estate 
worked cooperatively with the City to conclude the property 
transfer transaction. 

Specific Amenities: Two picnic tables, benches, a drinking 
fountain, lawn, creek side views and informal paths. 

How it was acquired: Late in 1998, the City Manager noticed 
that this property was on the market by the Leigh family 
estate and thought it might be a great neighborhood park. At 
a public meeting, numerous citizens voiced strong support 
for a city neighborhood park at this location. The neighbors 
also submitted a petition with 105 signatures supporting its 
purchase by the City. Following a Parks, Trails, & Recreation 
Commission recommendation, the City Council purchased 
the property subject to obtaining funding from the local 
citizens and grant sources. The Leigh family agreed to a 
one-year purchase option at an agreed to price so the 
necessary money could be raised. In mid-1999, the City was 
notified that the Legislature and Governor approved a grant 
for $375,000. By the fall, the neighbors raised a total of 
$33,224. The State funds plus the donations provided 
enough money to purchase and develop the property as a 
passive neighborhood park. The City took title of the 
property on October 21, 1999. 

23 January 2017

City of Lafayette
Leigh Creekside Park 
Amended Master Plan �2



2. Background, continued 

2.2 Description of current park usage 

2.2.1	 In order to obtain realistic park visitation numbers for Leigh 
Creekside Park, usage data was collected between September 5, 
2015 and October 6, 2015, during a variety of days, times, and 
weather conditions. 
6

2.2.2	 Based on those observations, Leigh Creekside Park is typically used 
by 238 people per week (34 per day) for activities such as lunch, 
reading, on-leash and off-leash dog play, filling up a water bottle 
before or after trail walk, getting a drink of water, resting during 
walking, checking their phone. The 34 people per week average 
includes a birthday party that had 27 people attending. The average 
length of use is 6 minutes.


Leigh Creekside Park visitors per day: 34 people


 The age breakdown of Leigh Park visitors: 
11% preschool children (0-5 years old) 
8.5% school age children (5-18 years old) 
54.7% adults (18-55 years old) 
25.7% seniors (over 55)


Of those users: 
34.6% dog owners with dogs 
0% disabled 
9% drove to the park 
91% walked and / or bicycled


 2.2.3	 As noted by PTR Staff, Parks Trails & Recreation Commissioners, 
and local residents, the park is currently underutilized by the full 
spectrum of people in the neighborhood.


 In order to obtain realistic park visitation numbers for Leigh Creekside Park and similar Lafayette park 6

locations, on September 2, 2015, the PTR Commission authorized Lafayette resident Grace Dixon to 
utilize volunteers to observe and collect data at 3 locations: Leigh Creekside Park, Brook Street Park, and 
the Lafayette Elementary School playground. Charts were prepared on which detailed notes were 
recorded on number of people, mode of travel, approximate age of adults, whether disabled, approximate 
age of children and whether users were accompanied by dogs. In addition to those categories, the length 
of stay in parks was noted as were the main activities.
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2. Background, continued 

2.3 Description of neighborhood involvement  
to modify the park facilities 

2.3.1	 Starting in September 2013, and culminating in January / February 
2014, a 41 year resident and neighbor of Leigh Creekside Park sent 
out a PTR Commission approved survey to her neighbors who lived 
along Moraga Boulevard to determine if there was interest and 
support for adding play structures to the park. Of 250 surveys 
mailed out, 58 were completed and returned. Of those, 43 supported 
the addition of some play structures in the park while 15 had 
concerns or did not support adding play structures to the park. 


2.3.2	 Another 20 year resident of Lafayette and mother of three began a 
community outreach effort to gather support for the addition of play 
structures and improved access for disabled people.


2.3.3	 At the Parks Subcommittee meeting on June 30, 2014, photographs 
of natural play features were discussed. These ideas were met with 
approval by the attendees and the Parks Subcommittee to the 
degree that the Subcommittee concluded there was public support 
for adding natural looking play elements while maintaining the park’s 
natural setting. 


2.3.4	 Staff met with two play equipment manufacturers who provided 
concepts utilizing “off the shelf” products. The design proposals 
were presented on Sept 10, 2014, and were not met with 
enthusiasm by the community. At that meeting another resident 
volunteered his time to help with design concepts that offered an 
enjoyable and memorable playground experience. 


2.3.5	 On September 24, 2014, the resident presented concepts and 
sample play structures were presented to the Parks Subcommittee.  
Based on that presentation, the Subcommittee concluded that it 
would recommend to the PTR Commission to consider alternative 
design options and retain a professional landscape architect.


 2.3.6	 Based on that recommendation, Lafayette resident Grace Dixon 
offered to contact her brother, James Dixon, a San Francisco 
architect, to see if he would volunteer his time to create a 
professional design concept for the park.
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2.3.7	 On October 8, 2014, Mr. Dixon presented a concept called “Time in 
the Park” to the PTR Commission.  The Commission unanimously 
supported moving forward with this concept.


2.3.8	 On November 22, 2014, 39 adult neighbors and 10 children attended 
an on-site meeting for an opportunity to give feedback to the PTR 
Commission and Project Architect on the proposed new 
components.


2.3.9	 Neighborhood residents continued to attend meetings and provide 
written and verbal comments at Parks Subcommittee, PTR 
Commission and City Council meetings.
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2. Background, continued 

2.4 City-approved plans and documents that 
guide and constrain the Amended Master Plan for 
Leigh Creekside Park 

2.4.1	 The City of Lafayette General Plan. 

2.4.2	 The City of Lafayette General Plan EIR (2002).

2.4.3	 Lafayette Parks and Recreation Facilities Master Plan.

2.4.4	 Addendum to Revised Draft EIR, Lafayette General Plan Revision, 

for Lafayette Parks and Recreation Facilities Master Plan.

2.4.5	  City of Lafayette Municipal Code.

2.4.6	  Parks Subcommittee Meeting agendas.

2.4.7	  Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission meeting minutes.

2.4.8	  Leigh Creekside Park Master Plan, adopted August 8, 2000.

2.4.9	  Reports by PTR Staff, PTR Director, and other City Staff.

2.4.10	  Leigh Creekside Park informal survey results.

2.4.11	  Leigh Creekside Park public comments & public correspondence.

2.4.12	  City California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements.

2.4.13	  Design Review Commission (DRC) and Planning Commission input. 

2.4.14	  City Council input.

2.4.15	  Leigh Creekside Park Project Description, approved February 9, 

2015.

2.4.16	  2010 California Building Code (CBC) as adopted and modified by 

Lafayette Municipal Code §3-304.

2.4.17	  Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

2.4.18	  City of Lafayette Zoning Regulations and Handouts.

2.4.19	  City of Lafayette Downtown Specific Plan.

2.4.20	  Fiscal Year Work Plan 2015-16 Work Plan, City of Lafayette.

2.4.21	  Applicable State and local codes and ordinances. 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3. Specific Objectives 
3.1 Detailed Objectives for Amending the Park 
Master Plan 

3.1.1	 Complement the park’s natural setting and proximity to the creek.


3.1.2	 Continue to focus on the Heritage Valley Oak as the park’s 
centerpiece and ensure its continued health. Heritage oak must be 
protected and an arborist consulted for protecting all tree root zones.


3.1.3	 Promote passive use on the Northeast / North side and incorporate 
play features on the Southwest / South side. The locations of the 
specific “nodes” or “Time Zones” will be identified on the plan but the 
specific elements within each node / time zone will be decided / 
refined during the implementation process.


3.1.4	 Retain the central “meadow” area in a mostly level condition for open 
play and community gatherings.


3.1.5	 Incorporate California native plants in areas where they will grow 
successfully.


3.1.6	 Incorporate elements of a Lafayette History theme “Time in the Park” 
as presented to the PTR Commission and public on October 8, 2014, 
and November 22, 2014, by architect James Dixon.


3.1.7	 Added structures and plants should be low maintenance.


3.1.8	 Park features should provide educational benefits.


3.1.9	 City certified arborist shall determine overall tree health and 
preservation.


3.1.10	 Park will serve all ages and abilities with added elements focusing on 
pre-school to third grade children.


3.1.11	 Consider compatibility of use by dog owners and their dogs.


3.1.12	 Use natural looking materials and color scheme that blends with 
surroundings, no bright colors.


3.1.13	 Boulders should be sized appropriately for target age groups, some 
for use by younger children, others for use by older children.
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3.1.14	 No large structures that would impede views across the park and 
detract from the natural setting.


3.1.15	 Do not encroach on the creek bank.


3.1.16	 Provide appropriate safety barrier around perimeter of developed 
park area, including ADA accessible gates with ADA latches.


3.1.17	 Use natural surface materials where feasible and natural-looking 
materials elsewhere.


3.1.18	 Incorporate views of the riparian area whenever feasible.


3.1.19	 Present a completed park that allows for phasing of the above 
elements if funding does not permit full development at one time.


3.2 Standards for a sustainable park that address 
environmental and economic sustainability 

3.2.1	 Implement Best Management Practices (BMP) and Standards per 
the City of Lafayette Stormwater Control Quality Guidelines during 
construction to minimize damage to trees, protect their roots, 
minimize erosion, sedimentation and water runoff, recycle or re-use 
excavated earth, use mulch made from trees trimmed on site. 
Implement a Waste Management Plan (WMP). Responsibly dispose 
of broken concrete from the existing pathway and foundations. 
Recycle or re-use the existing picnic tables, benches, and trash 
receptacles.


3.2.2	 Repair rather than replace the existing split rail fence at the 
perimeter (the City will perform this work). The new portions of fence 
that will be provided as part of the Amended Master Plan will match 
the existing split rail fence. All the fencing would not require painting. 
Annual upkeep should be reduced substantially due to the improved 
method of embedding the posts in gravel rather than concrete. This 
split rail fencing will reinforce the semi-rural qualities of this 
residential neighborhood.


3.2.3	 Minimize / eliminate concentrated water outfall to the creek. No work 
within creek bank located beyond the existing split rail fence.


3.2.4	 All play elements in the Time Zones and the site furnishings (picnic 
tables, benches, bike rack, trash receptacles, and drinking fountain) 
will be durable and should require little maintenance.


3.2.5	 No lighting is planned within the park or on adjacent sidewalks.  
Visiting hours will be from dawn to dusk.


23 January 2017

City of Lafayette
Leigh Creekside Park 
Amended Master Plan �8



4. Amended Master Plan Elements 
Detailed description of all elements 

• Caveat: in the following plans and descriptions, specific equipment 
and construction details will be part of the implementation process.


• The following detailed descriptions of each element in the Amended 
Plan will provide:


• Rationale for each element.

• Maintenance requirements for each element with emphasis 

on durability.

• For those areas with possible range of structures and 

activities, a list of options.

• A landscaping section describing the proposed 

modifications to the existing trees and vegetation. 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Fencing and Gates
Description Rationale/Objective Met Maintenance Options

F1 Existing repaired cedar wood split rail fence & 
existing 2x4 wire (by City).

3.2.2 (see text at 
paragraph 3.2.2 in 
preceding pages). Posts 
were set in concrete thus 
have base rot, need to be 
set in gravel.

Minimal, for broken 
rails

N/A

F2 Existing repaired cedar wood split rail fence & 
new 2x4 wire (fence repair and wire by City).

3.2.2. Posts, see F1. New 
wire on park side for child 
containment.

Minimal, for broken 
rails

N/A

F3 New cedar wood split rail fence & new 2x4 wire 
(fence and wire by City). The City will not install 
new fencing along north property line.

3.1.1, 3.1.12, 3.1.16, 
3.1.17, 3.2.2. For full 
perimeter, match other 
fencing.

Minimal, for broken 
rails

G1 New gate, 3’ high, metal frame, self closing 
hinges, ADA latch. Two of these at entries.

3.1.16. Need gate for child 
containment, ADA req’d, 
metal is durable.

Minimal due to 
durable materials 
and simple 
construction

N/A
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Pathway
Description Rationale/Objective Met Maintenance Options

P1 Concrete pathway, 4” thick, integral color, #4 
rebar at 18" oc each way, on grade and / or on 
excavated grade. Width of path varies, 4’-6’ 
wide. If excavation is not allowed then walkway 
placed on raked grade with earth berm at side.

3.1.12, 3.1.17 Minimal due 
to durable 
materials.

Permeable 
concrete or KBI 
FlexiPave for 
increased expense.
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Boulders
Description Rationale/Objective Met Maintenance Options

B1 Boulders, Basalt or Granite:  
1 - 6’ x 4’ x 2’ (Acorn Grinding)
6 - 4’ x 4’ x 2’ (2 at Ice Age, 4 at Huts & 
Hunting) 

3.1.12, 3.1.13, 3.1.17.  
For climbing and sitting, 
sized appropriately for 
target age groups, some 
for use by younger 
children, others for use by 
older children.

Minimal due to 
durable 
material.
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Site Furnishings
Description Rationale/Objective Met Maintenance Options

S1 Wood picnic table, existing to remain, one of these 3.2.1, 3.2.4 On ADA path. Minimal, painting 
and sanding due 
to durable, solid 
materials.

S2 Wood picnic table, existing, relocated, one of these 3.2.1, 3.2.4 Minimal, see S1.

S3 Wood picnic table, new, match existing, one of these 3.1.7, 3.1.12 Minimal, see S1.

S4 Wood bench, existing to remain, one of these 3.1.7, 3,2.1, 3.2.4 Minimal, see S1.

S5 Wood bench, existing, relocated, one of these; see 
Appendix C for City certified arborist report

3.1.7, 3.2.1, 3.2.4 Minimal, see S1.

S6 Wood bench, new, match existing, two of these; see 
Appendix C for City certified arborist report.

3.1.7, 3.2.4, bench at 
acorn grinding has 
accessible side approach 
and is on ADA path

Minimal, see S1.

S7 Trash receptacles, side-by-side, existing relocated by 
staff, two of these

3.2.1, 3.2.4 Minimal, durable 
materials.

S8 Trash receptacles, single, existing relocated by staff, 
one of these

3.2.1, 3.2.4 Minimal, durable 
materials.

S9 Bike Rack for 6 bikes, new, one of these, location 
determined by PTR 

3.1.7 Durable Minimal, durable 
materials.

S10 Drinking Fountain, replace with ADA Hi-Lo type, by 
City

3.1.7 Ongoing as 
needed.

Slide

• Existing picnic tables, 
benches, and trash 
receptacles are re-purposed. 

 
• One additional table and 2 
additional benches are 
shown. These items would 
be relocated, repaired, & 
installed by volunteers or City 
maintenance staff. Locations 
to be approved by Parks 
Maintenance Staff and PTR 
Commission.
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Ice Age Time and Fall Zone 2
Objectives met: Educational per 3.1.6 and 3.1.8. Provides play elements for pre-school children, per 3.1.10, in an 
area that was identified for play features per 3.1.3. Development of large motor skills, socialization skills, motion 
play, vestibular development, accessible play per 3.1.10. Durable play elements per 3.1.7, 3.2.4. Scale and height 
of play elements per 3.1.14. Phasing per 3.1.19.

Description Rationale/Objective Met Maintenance Options

2 Ice Age Time See above.

2.1 Spring rocker 3.1.8, 3.1.10, 3.1.12 
Suitable for ages 2-5, ADA 
accessible approach

Minimal,due to 
durable materials & 
simple construction, 
similar to other City 
owned spring riders.

2.2 Spinning cup for sitting child 3.1.8, 3.1.10, 3.1.12 
Suitable for ages 4-12, ADA 
accessible approach

Minimal, see 2.1. 

Fall 

Zone 

2 

Pour In Place, custom color mix, on rock 
base, with perimeter metal edge, “Log” 
seat edge (concrete to mimic redwood 
logs), and two boulders

3.1.12, 3.1.17. Provides 
code required fall zone with 
durable material that 
harmonizes with setting. 
Pour in Place used by City 
in other parks.

Minimal patching 
and repair, City 
uses Pour in Place 
at its other parks.

Moraga Blvd
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Tree #45

23” Oak
3.1

Saclan Acorn Grinding
Objectives met: Educational per 3.1.6 and 3.1.8. Provides quiet and contemplative play for wide range of ages and 
abilities, per 3.1.10, in an area that was identified for serene use per 3.1.3. Socialization skills. Complements creek 
and its view per 3.1.1, 3.1.15, 3.1.18. Durable, natural play elements per 3.1.7, 3.1.12, 3.1.17, 3.2.4. Scale and 
height of play elements per 3.1.14. Phasing per 3.1.19.

Description Rationale/Objective Met Maintenance Options

3 Saclan Time: Acorn Grinding, Storytelling See above.

3.1 Rock with acorn grinding recess 3.1.7, 3.1.17 Suitable for 
ages 2-12, ADA accessible

Minimal, 
durable 
natural 
material.

N/A

Ex
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ing
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t R

ail
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e

Tree #46

19” Oak
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Saclan Huts & Hunting, 
Pioneer Lumber Wagon, Pioneer Town Square, and Fall Zone 1
Objectives met: Educational per 3.1.6 and 3.1.8. Provides play elements for school-age children, per 3.1.10, in an area 
that was identified for play features per 3.1.3. Development of large motor skills, socialization skills, motion play, 
vestibular development, accessible play per 3.1.10. Complements creek and its view per, 3.1.1, 3.1.15, 3.1.18. Durable, 
natural play elements per 3.1.7, 3.1.12, 3.1.17, 3.2.4. Scale, height, and location of play elements allow for view through 
park per 3.1.14. Phasing per 3.1.19.

Description Rationale/Objective Met Maintenance Options

4 Saclan Time: Huts and Hunting See above.

4.1 Boulder form with Outlook, 4 boulders at weirs Suitable for ages 5-12, 
ADA accessible


Minimal due to solid, 
durable materials.

N/A

4.2 ADA transfer area from wheelchair to 18” high platform Minimal, see 4.1 N/A

4.3 Embankment slide Minimal, see 4.1 N/A

4.4 Bridge to Hunting Observation Platform Minimal, see 4.1 N/A

4.5 Hunting Observation Platform, 

Saclan “Hut” is below.

Minimal, see 4.1 N/A

4.6 Cargo net hammock suspended under bridge, for 
swaying

Minimal, see 4.1 Regular or 
irregular 
openings

4.7 Cargo net climber Minimal, see 4.1 N/A

4.8 Rock wall climbing nodules Minimal, see 4.1 Nodules on 
surface or in 
rock itself

4.9 Rock overhang “cave” Minimal, see 4.1 N/A

5 Pioneer Time: Lumber Wagon & Spilled Load See above.

5.1 Lumber wagon on spring rockers, approx same size at 
spring rocker platform at Community Center, back 
support on one side but wheelchair cannot roll in

Suitable for ages 5-12, 
ADA accessible with 
transfer from wheelchair

Minimal,due to 
durable materials & 
simple construction, 
similar to other City 
owned spring rocker.

Off the shelf or 
fully custom 
with wagon 
wheels, etc

6 Pioneer Time: Town Square See above.

6.1 Low “adobe” walls for sitting, climbing, and imaginative 
play. “Adobe” is concrete mimic.

Suitable for ages 2-12, 
ADA accessible 


Minimal, see 4.1 N/A

6.2 Blacksmith: Anvil and Peter Thomson proprietor sign, 
mounted to “adobe" wall

Minimal, see 4.1 N/A

6.3 Grist Mill:: Mill stone and Elam Brown proprietor sign, 
mounted to “adobe” wall

Minimal, see 4.1 N/A

6.4 General Store: Cash register (concrete mimic) and 
Benjamin Shreve proprietor sign, mounted to “adobe” 
wall

Minimal, see 4.1 N/A

Fall 
Zone

1

Pour In Place, custom color mix, on rock base, with 
perimeter metal edge, “Log” seat edge (concrete to mimic 
redwood logs)

3.1.12, 3.1.17 Provide 
code required fall zone 
with durable material that 
harmonizes with setting. 
Pour in Place used by 
City in other parks.

Minimal patching 
and repair, City uses 
Pour in Place at its 
other parks.
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Landscape Section:  
Proposed Modifications to existing trees and vegetation

Description Rationale/Objective Met Maintenance Options

Remove two trees to allow for play features; see 
Appendix C for City certified arborist report. Create 
mulch from these removed trees and other arborist 
required tree trimmings.

3.2.1 N/A

All existing trees to be assessed by City certified 
arborist.

3.1.1, 3.1.2, 3.1.9, 3.2.1 
Based on 
recommendations from a 
City certified arborist, 
address poor health of 
existing trees that may be 
diseased, over-crowded, 
have structural 
deficiencies and / or 
exhibit poor growth habits

Minimal

Existing plants that do not need to be removed / 
relocated due to construction will remain. 

3.1.1, 3.1.5 Minimal

If drought conditions persist allow the existing lawn 
to revert to natural duff. If drought relents, re-
configure sprinkler system to lawn area (City cost).

3.1.4, 3.1.11 Minimal

Any new plantings will be California natives and 
will be added by volunteers under PTR Dept 
supervision. See Appendix C for City certified 
arborist report.

3.1.5 Minimal

The park will be un-irrigated with the exception of 
the lawn (and only if drought relents). The one 
existing hose bibb will be kept.

3.1.5, 3.1.7 Minimal

The existing signage on the creek bank that 
identifies riparian plants will remain. This existing 
signage is beyond the creek fence and therefore is 
not part of the Amended Master Plan.

3.1.1, 3.1.8, 3.2.3 Minimal



5. Usage Estimates 
5.1 Estimates of type of usage and amount of usage 
after implementation of Amended Master Plan 

• Park usage after implementation of Amended Master Plan:  
All ages and abilities will have improved use of the park for sitting, 
strolling, education, and play. Disabled access pathway and 
accessible play elements will offer new recreational opportunities for 
local residents and the developmentally disabled participants at the 
Las Trampas facility.


• Park usage estimates after implementation of Amended Master Plan: 
The park usage estimate for Leigh Creekside Park, after 
implementation of the Amended Master Plan, can be approximated 
to usage at Brook Street Park. Like Leigh Creekside Park, Brook 
Street Park is a City neighborhood park, situated next to a creek that 
happens to have a popular play component. The following data was 
recorded at Brook Street Park during 11 days of observations under 
a variety of weather conditions and during different days of the week 
and times of day.


Brook Street Park: Average of 63 people per day 
Of the 63 people per day using Brook Street Park: 
43.2% preschool children (0-5 years old) 
14.8% school age children (5-18 years old)  
39.6% adults (18-55 years old)  
  2.4% seniors (over 55) 


Of those users: 
  4.1% dog owners with dogs 
  0% disabled 
  7% drove to the park 
93% walked and / or bicycled


Average length of visit: 40 minutes


• Peak usage estimate: Using Brook Street Park peak usage of 12 
people at highest peak hour, the estimate for Leigh Creekside Park 
should be similar.


• Maximum usage estimate: A weekend birthday party of 27 people 
was observed at Leigh Creekside Park, which provides a maximum 
usage estimate for an event.  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• Estimate effect on traffic and parking after implementation of 
Amended Master Plan:


The project site is situated within a residential neighborhood 
and is defined as a neighborhood park per the General Plan 
and Lafayette Parks and Recreation Facilities Master Plan. 
Neighborhood parks primarily serve a local residential area 
within 0.5 mile to 1 mile distance and do not include parking.  7

Leigh Creekside Park averages about 10 visitors per day.   8

Daily visitors primarily access the site by foot, bicycle, and 
wheelchair. The area surrounding the project site along 
Moraga Boulevard and 4th Street does contain enough curb 
space to accommodate about 22 cars. Based on vehicle 
counts at the project site, Brooks Street Park, and Lafayette 
Elementary School Playgrounds, an estimated 8 to 10 cars 
could access the project site per day after the proposed 
renovations,  however, the lack of restrooms and the small 9

size of the project site would likely limit the length of time 
visitors spend on the project site.  

Source:


Leigh Creekside Park  
Master Plan Amendment Project  
for the City of Lafayette 


Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration, 
and Appendices


September 7, 2016 


PLACEWORKS 


 City of Lafayette, 2009, Lafayette Park and Recreation Facilities Master Plan, page 5 and 7.7

 City of Lafayette, 2009, Lafayette Park and Recreation Facilities Master Plan, Attachment 1, Background Report, 8

page 35
 City of Lafayette, The Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission, Staff Report Minutes, October 14, 2015. 9
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6. Budget Cost Estimates 
Construction budget estimates of park amenities 

• The budget cost estimate for the Leigh Creekside Park Amended 
Master Plan carefully considered all structures, materials, labor, site 
preparation, contingencies, and professional fees associated with a 
capital project of this type. The $488,918 budget estimate that was 
presented to the City Council on May 9, 2016 is the result of 
preliminary bids, quotes, site visits, shop meetings, and detailed 
cost analyses with play equipment companies (including Scientific 
Art Studio); general contractors; subcontractors, fabricators, and 
installers (including multiple independent sources of fall zone 
materials and pathway materials); local and national distributors and 
suppliers; and a landscape architect/professional cost estimator. 
Quotes were obtained based on drawings, quantity takeoffs, 
preliminary material selections, and preliminary material installation 
systems. The budget estimate was also reviewed by the Lafayette 
City Engineer. 


• These are budget estimates for a Master Plan. More developed 
costs would need to be refined during the design development / 
construction plans phase.


• Clarification of Costs Not Included in the Leigh Creekside Park 
Budget Estimate:


The rationale for excluding the following costs from the Leigh 
Creekside Park Amended Master Plan Budget Estimate is based 
on experience that these items make excellent community 
service projects where labor is typically provided by volunteers. 

One additional picnic table	 	 	 $1,500 for materials	

Two new benches 	 	 	 	 $   800 for materials	

Relocation of (E) picnic table & bench  	 $   250 for materials

Bike Rack (6 bikes, Grants available  
through SWAT TDA) 	 	 	 	 $   975 for rack 

	 	 	 	 	 TOTAL	 $3,525


• Additionally, fence repairs and replacement of the current non-code 
compliant drinking fountain were regarded as regular city 
maintenance work that should come under the City’s park 
maintenance budget.


Split Rail Fence Replacement and Repair    $10,000

New ADA Drinking Fountain	 	     $  7,500   

          	 	 	 	  TOTAL	     $17,500
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• Current Annual Maintenance Costs for Leigh Creekside Park are 
around $6,400:


Staff researched actual annual maintenance costs for Leigh 
Creekside Park and determined that the park typically costs 
$6,400 a year to maintain.  Note that water costs are less 
during drought years. 

• Water (Non-Drought Year)


$500/year 

• Trash and Graffiti Removal


$1,000/year for manual litter pick-up and graffiti removal.

Note: Trash disposal is done by Republic Services at no 
cost as per contract with City.


• Landscape care

$4,500/year for weed control, lawn care, and tree care.


• Drinking fountain

$400/year for parts and labor.


• Projected Annual Maintenance Costs with New Park Elements are 
$9,750


• When the new play structures are installed, current 
maintenance costs would continue with an additional 
$2,350 for new equipment inspections/minor repairs and 
$1,000 for additional manual litter pick-up. 


• The city can consider utilizing a maintenance training 
program offered by the company that makes the 
customized park features. Residents and local community 
groups can receive training and perform routine 
maintenance inspections and repairs.


• Equipment Lifespan 

• Large Climbing Boulder element can last up to 50 years.

• Platforms can last up to 20 years.

• Pioneer Town Square can last up to 30 years. 

• Spring Rider, Spinning Cup and Pioneer Wagon can last up 

to 20 years.

• Fall Zones can last up to 20 years.

• “Log” borders can last up to 30 years.


• Playground Replacement Sinking Fund

Each year, monies are added to a playground replacement 
sinking fund and used to replace equipment that has been 
damaged or has reached the end of its lifespan.  
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Phased Development 
The following phases and associated cost estimates reflect a desire to 
maximize the amount of play elements in the first phase followed by 
remaining play elements in phases 2 and 3.  


Phasing may be modified and refined based on available funds and 
neighborhood preferences. 


• Phase 1:  
ADA pathway 
Saclan Huts and Hunting, Pioneer Lumber Wagon, 
Fall Zone with “Log” seat edge 
2 ADA gates  
 
1 relocated table (By volunteers) 
1 relocated bench (By volunteers) 
3 relocated existing trash receptacles (By City) 
New fencing sections and added wire on new and  
existing fencing (By City) 
New bike rack (By City) 
New drinking fountain (By City)


• Phase 2:  
Ice Age, Fall Zone with “Log” seat edge & boulders


• Phase 3:  
Saclan Acorn Grinding 
Pioneer Town Square 
Additional picnic tables, benches, trash receptacles  
	 (if desired) to match existing 

23 January 2017

City of Lafayette
Leigh Creekside Park 
Amended Master Plan �23



 

23 January 2017

City of Lafayette
Leigh Creekside Park 
Amended Master Plan �24

Summary: Entire project built at one time

Scientific Art Studio Ice Age $ 8,000

“Log” Seating & Boulders at Fall Zone 2 (Ice Age) $ 10,500

Acorn Grinding $ 2,000

Saclan Huts & Hunting, Pioneer Lumber Wagon $ 138,180

Pioneer Town Square $ 16,250

“Log” Seating at Fall Zone 1 (Huts & Hunting, Lumber Wagon) $ 8,750

SAS Custom Design, Fabrication, Installation, & Contingency $ 65,000

 Total SAS Hard + Soft Costs $ 248,680

Other Construction Costs Foundations $ 47,500

Site Improvements $ 51,419

Fall Zone 1: Huts and Hunting, Lumber Wagon $ 29,490

Fall Zone 2: Ice Age $ 9,000

Total Construction $ 386,089

Construction Contingency (for non-SAS work), 15% $ 20,611

Architect, Structural Engineer, Soils Engineer Fees, 10% $ 38,609

General Contractor Overhead and Profit, 10% $ 38,609

Permits and County Fees $ 1,000

Bid Advertisement, Printing, Mailing Bid,Testing, Project Sign $ 4,000

Total Project Cost $ 488,918

These are budget estimates for a Master Plan. More developed costs would need to be refined during the design 

development / construction plans phase.

1 new bike rack, 1 new picnic table, 2 new benches, donated by local citizens and suppliers. 

Play Equipment Costs by Phase

Play Equipment Hard Costs Phase 1 $ 146,930

Play Equipment Hard Costs Phase 2 $ 18,500

Play Equipment Hard Costs Phase 3 $ 18,250

Play Equipment Hard Costs Total $ 183,680

Play Equipment Soft Costs Phase 1 $ 51,995

Play Equipment Soft Costs Phase 2 $ 6,547

Play Equipment Soft Costs Phase 3 $ 6,458

Play Equipment Soft Costs Total $ 65,000

Summary: If project built in phases

Phase 1
Huts & Hunting, Pioneer Lumber Wagon, Fall Zone 1 with 

“Log” seating, ADA pathway, and gates.  
• Site prep and arborist at work area only.

Play Equipment Hard Costs: Huts & Hunting, Lumber Wagon $ 146,930

Play Equipment Soft Costs: Huts & Hunting, Lumber Wagon $ 51,995

Fall Zone 1 with “Log” seating and boulders $ 29,490

Foundations $ 38,500

ADA pathway $ 18,600

Gates $ 4,000

Bike rack, benches, picnic table (donated) $ 0

Site Prep & Arborist $ 14,410

Subtotal $ 303,925

Construction Contingency (for non-SAS work), 15% $ 15,750

Architect, Structural Engineer, Soils Engineer Fees, 10% $ 30,392

General Contractor Overhead and Profit, 10% $ 30,392

Permits and County Fees $ 500

Bid Advertisement, Printing, Mailing Bid, Testing, Project Sign $ 4,000

Project Cost for Phase 1 $ 384,959

�2
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Summary: Entire project built at one time

Scientific Art Studio Ice Age $ 8,000

“Log” Seating & Boulders at Ice Age Fall Zone $ 10,500

Acorn Grinding $ 2,000

Saclan Huts & Hunting, Pioneer Lumber Wagon $ 138,180

Pioneer Town Square $ 16,250

“Log” Seating at Huts & Hunting, Lumber Wagon Fall Zone $ 8,750

SAS Custom Design, Fabrication, Installation, & Contingency $ 65,000

 Total SAS Hard + Soft Costs $ 248,680

Other Construction Costs Foundations $ 47,500

Site Improvements $ 51,419

Fall Zone: Huts and Hunting, Lumber Wagon $ 29,490

Fall Zone: Ice Age $ 9,000

Total Construction $ 386,089

Construction Contingency (for non-SAS work), 15% $ 20,611

Architect, Structural Engineer, Soils Engineer Fees, 10% $ 38,609

General Contractor Overhead and Profit, 10% $ 38,609

Permits and County Fees $ 1,000

Bid Advertisement, Printing, Mailing Bid,Testing, Project Sign $ 4,000

Total Project Cost $ 488,918

These are budget estimates only and more developed costs would need to be refined with further detailed drawings.

1 new bike rack, 1 new picnic table, 2 new benches, donated by local citizens and suppliers. 

Play Equipment Costs by Phase

Play Equipment Hard Costs Phase 1 $ 146,930

Play Equipment Hard Costs Phase 2 $ 18,500

Play Equipment Hard Costs Phase 3 $ 18,250

Play Equipment Hard Costs Total $ 183,680

Play Equipment Soft Costs Phase 1 $ 51,995

Play Equipment Soft Costs Phase 2 $ 6,547

Play Equipment Soft Costs Phase 3 $ 6,458

Play Equipment Soft Costs Total $ 65,000

Summary: If project built in phases

Phase 1
Huts & Hunting, Pioneer Lumber Wagon, Fall Zone 1 with 

“Log” seating, ADA pathway, and gates.  
• Site prep and arborist at work area only.

Play Equipment Hard Costs: Huts & Hunting, Lumber Wagon $ 146,930

Play Equipment Soft Costs: Huts & Hunting, Lumber Wagon $ 51,995

Fall Zone 1 with “Log” seating and boulders $ 29,490

Foundations $ 38,500

ADA pathway $ 18,600

Gates $ 4,000

Bike rack, benches, picnic table (donated) $ 0

Site Prep & Arborist $ 14,410

Subtotal $ 303,925

Construction Contingency (for non-SAS work), 15% $ 15,750

Architect, Structural Engineer, Soils Engineer Fees, 10% $ 30,392

General Contractor Overhead and Profit, 10% $ 30,392

Permits and County Fees $ 500

Bid Advertisement, Printing, Mailing Bid, Testing, Project Sign $ 4,000

Project Cost for Phase 1 $ 384,959

�2
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Phase 2
Ice Age, Fall Zone 2 with “Log” seating and boulders. 
• Site prep and arborist at work area only. 

Play Equipment Hard Costs: Ice Age $ 18,500

Play Equipment Soft Costs: Ice Age $ 6,547

Fall Zone 2 with “Log” seating & boulders $ 9,000

Foundations $ 4,000

Site Prep & Arborist consultation $ 7,205

Subtotal $ 45,251

Phasing Cost for General Contractor remobilization $ 15,000

Construction Contingency (for non-SAS work), 20%  
(increased from 15% because construction costs rise with time) $ 4,041

Architect, Structural Engineer, Soils Engineer Fees, 10% $ 4,525

General Contractor Overhead and Profit, 10% $ 4,525

Permits and County Fees $ 250

Bid Advertisement, Printing, Mailing Bid, Testing, Project Sign $ 4,000

Project Cost for Phase 2 $ 77,593

Phase 3
Saclan Grinding and Pioneer Town.  
• Site prep and arborist at work area only.

Play Equipment Hard Costs: Saclan Grinding, Pioneer Town $ 18,250

Play Equipment Soft Costs: Saclan Grinding, Pioneer Town $ 6,458

Foundations $ 5,000

Site Prep & Arborist consultation $ 7,205

Subtotal $ 36,913

Phasing Cost for General Contractor remobilization $ 15,000

Construction Contingency (for non-SAS work), 20%  
(increased from 15% because construction costs rise with time) $ 2,441

Architect, Structural Engineer, Soils Engineer Fees, 10% $ 3,691

General Contractor Overhead and Profit, 10% $ 3,691

Permits and County Fees $ 250

Bid Advertisement, Printing, Mailing Bid, Testing, Project Sign $ 4,000

Project Cost for Phase 3 $ 65,987

Phasing Cost Analysis

Cost if built at one time $ 488,918

Cost if built in 3 phases $ 528,539

Additional Cost if built in Phases $ 39,620
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Summary: Entire project built at one time

Scientific Art Studio Ice Age $ 8,000

“Log” Seating & Boulders at Ice Age Fall Zone $ 10,500

Acorn Grinding $ 2,000

Saclan Huts & Hunting, Pioneer Lumber Wagon $ 138,180

Pioneer Town Square $ 16,250

“Log” Seating at Huts & Hunting, Lumber Wagon Fall Zone $ 8,750

SAS Custom Design, Fabrication, Installation, & Contingency $ 65,000

 Total SAS Hard + Soft Costs $ 248,680

Other Construction Costs Foundations $ 47,500

Site Improvements $ 51,419

Fall Zone: Huts and Hunting, Lumber Wagon $ 29,490

Fall Zone: Ice Age $ 9,000

Total Construction $ 386,089

Construction Contingency (for non-SAS work), 15% $ 20,611

Architect, Structural Engineer, Soils Engineer Fees, 10% $ 38,609

General Contractor Overhead and Profit, 10% $ 38,609

Permits and County Fees $ 1,000

Bid Advertisement, Printing, Mailing Bid,Testing, Project Sign $ 4,000

Total Project Cost $ 488,918

These are budget estimates only and more developed costs would need to be refined with further detailed drawings.

1 new bike rack, 1 new picnic table, 2 new benches, donated by local citizens and suppliers. 

Play Equipment Costs by Phase

Play Equipment Hard Costs Phase 1 $ 146,930

Play Equipment Hard Costs Phase 2 $ 18,500

Play Equipment Hard Costs Phase 3 $ 18,250

Play Equipment Hard Costs Total $ 183,680

Play Equipment Soft Costs Phase 1 $ 51,995

Play Equipment Soft Costs Phase 2 $ 6,547

Play Equipment Soft Costs Phase 3 $ 6,458

Play Equipment Soft Costs Total $ 65,000

Summary: If project built in phases

Phase 1
Huts & Hunting, Pioneer Lumber Wagon, Fall Zone 1 with 

“Log” seating, ADA pathway, and gates.  
• Site prep and arborist at work area only.

Play Equipment Hard Costs: Huts & Hunting, Lumber Wagon $ 146,930

Play Equipment Soft Costs: Huts & Hunting, Lumber Wagon $ 51,995

Fall Zone 1 with “Log” seating and boulders $ 29,490

Foundations $ 38,500

ADA pathway $ 18,600

Gates $ 4,000

Bike rack, benches, picnic table (donated) $ 0

Site Prep & Arborist $ 14,410

Subtotal $ 303,925

Construction Contingency (for non-SAS work), 15% $ 15,750

Architect, Structural Engineer, Soils Engineer Fees, 10% $ 30,392

General Contractor Overhead and Profit, 10% $ 30,392

Permits and County Fees $ 500

Bid Advertisement, Printing, Mailing Bid, Testing, Project Sign $ 4,000

Project Cost for Phase 1 $ 384,959
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Leigh Creekside Park: Budget Estimate 
Estimated costs presented on May 9, 2016 for City Council Meeting

2. Ice Age

2.1 Spring rider, one $ 4,000

2.2 Cup Spinner, one $ 4,000

Foundations $ 4,000

Subtotal this Time Zone $ 12,000

Fall Zone 2 Fall Zone material including rock base, excavation, grading, 
perimeter steel edging, & placement $ 9,000

2 Boulders $ 3,000

“Log” Seat Edge, concrete to mimic redwood logs $ 7,500

Subtotal Fall Zone B $ 19,500

3. Saclan Acorn Grinding

3.1 One rock with acorn grinding recesses $ 2,000

Subtotal this Time Zone $ 2,000

4. Saclan Huts & Hunting

4.1 Boulder form with Outlook, 4 boulders at weirs $ 76,000

4.2 Boulder with ADA transfer incl

4.3 Embankment Slide $ 5,000

4.4 Bridge, 1, to hunting platform $ 11,725

4.5 Hunting observation platform,1 $ 24,455

4.6 Cargo net hammock, under Bridge $ 3,000

4.7 Cargo net climbers $ 4,000

4.8 Rock climbing nodules or recesses $ 3,000

4.9 “Cave” recess, under Outlook incl

Foundations $ 32,000

Subtotal this Time Zone $ 159,180

5. Pioneer Time: Lumber Wagon

5.1 Lumber wagon spring rocker $ 11,000

Foundations $ 6,500

Subtotal this Time Zone $ 17,500

6. Pioneer Time: Town Square

6.1 Low "adobe" walls $ 8,000

6.2 Anvil, mounted to wall $ 2,500

Peter Thomson sign $ 750

6.3 Grist mill stone, mounted to wall $ 2,500

Elam Brown sign $ 750

6.4 General Store Benjamin Shreve sign $ 750

1 cash register $ 1,000

Foundations $ 5,000

Subtotal this Time Zone $ 21,250

Fall Zone 1 Fall Zone material including rock base, excavation, grading, 
perimeter steel edging, & placement $ 29,490

“Log” Seat Edge, concrete to mimic redwood logs $ 8,750

Subtotal Fall Zone A $ 38,240

Pathway ADA pathway: Concrete, integral color. $ 18,600

Subtotal Pathway $ 18,600

Gates New gates & side panels: 3’ high, metal frame 
2 ADA gates & side panels $ 4,000

Subtotal Fencing $ 4,000

Site Preparation Site clearing, raking to remove loose material. Remove irrigation 
lines and sprinkler heads. Remove / relocate irrigation boxes. 
Use mulch from removed and trimmed trees, not imported 
mulch.

$ 5,400

Arborist to remove 2 trees, make mulch from removed wood, 
spread mulch at trees, fertilize, & on-site consultation $ 4,500

Mitigation payment for 2 removed trees $ 3,419

Tree protection fencing and wood pallets at larger trees $ 5,000

Runoff barriers $ 4,000

Construction fencing $ 3,000

Chemical Toilet $ 500

Temporary Power, hookup and monthly charge $ 3,000

Subtotal Site Preparation $ 28,819

Total Site Furnishings, Pathway, Site Prep, & Gates $ 51,419

�1



7. Public Involvement and 
Approval Process 
Description of the process to develop the 
Amended Master Plan 

• Public involvement was solicited with meeting notices that were 
posted on the City website. Additionally, signs were posted at the 
park itself for the site meetings. Local news articles and online public 
sites provided additional information.


• The project architect reviewed the public emails, survey results, 
public comments, public emails, and followed direction from the 
PTR staff, PTR Parks Subcommittee, the PTR Commission, and the 
City Council to reconcile and balance the varying interests in 
preparing the Amended Master Plan.


• The project architect reviewed the existing City-approved plans and 
documents that guide and constrain future improvements to Leigh 
Creekside Park; see section 2.4 on page 6 for a full list.


• The project architect had a professional survey made of the site by a 
local surveyor, Rick Humann. That survey identified all site elements, 
including existing utilities, trees locations and tree drip lines. That 
survey is the basis for the Amended Master Plan.


• An onsite meeting was held with the Design Review Commission 
(DRC) on December 18, 2015 to receive input and concerns, and to 
discuss potential design features and options.


• The public meetings were held on the following dates: 
10

1. September 11, 2013, PTR Commission


2. October 20, 2013, PTR Parks Subcommittee


3. November 13, 2013, PTR Commission


4. December 11, 2013, PTR Commission


 Agendas, minutes, etc available at  the City of Lafayette web site, http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us/city-hall/10

city-departments/parks-trails-recreation/parks-trails-rec-commission

23 January 2017

City of Lafayette
Leigh Creekside Park 
Amended Master Plan �28



5. January 29, 2014, PTR Parks Subcommittee


6. February 12, 2014, PTR Commission


7. February 26, 2014, PTR Parks Subcommittee


8. March 10, 2014, City Council


9. March 12, 2014, PTR Commission


10.April 9, 2014, PTR Commission


11.May 14, 2014, PTR Commission


12.June 11, 2014, PTR Commission


13.June 30, 2014, PTR Parks Subcommittee


14.July 9, 2014, PTR Commission


15.August 6, 2014, PTR Parks Subcommittee


16.August 13 , 2014, PTR Commission
11

17.September 10, 2014, PTR Commission


18.September 24, 2014, PTR Parks Subcommittee 
12

19.October 8, 2014, PTR Commission 
13

20.October 21, 2014, PTR Parks Subcommittee


21.November 12, 2014, PTR Commission


22.November 22, 2014, public meeting at park site to review 
the architect’s full scale mock ups of proposed areas of 
play equipment, landscape elements, and pathways.


23.December 3, 2014, PTR Parks Subcommittee


24.December 10, 2014, PTR Commission


25.January 14, 2015, PTR Commission


 Official minutes are mis-dated as August 11, 2014 on the cover sheet, which would have been a 11

Monday, but the subsequent pages of the minutes have August 13 in the footer, which would have been a 
Wednesday. 

 Meeting where resident presented design ideas.12

 Meeting where James Dixon presented the “Time in the Park” conceptual park plan.13
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26.January 26, 2015, City Council


27.January 28, 2015, PTR Parks Subcommittee


28.February 9, 2015, City Council


29.February 11, 2015, PTR Commission


30.March 4, 2015, PTR Parks Subcommittee


31.March 11, 2015, PTR Commission


32.March 25, 2015, PTR Parks Subcommittee


33.April 8, 2015, PTR Commission


34.April 29, 2015, PTR Parks Subcommittee


35.May 13, 2015, PTR Commission


36.May 27, 2015, PTR Parks Subcommittee


37.June 10, 2015, PTR Commission


38.June 24, 2015, PTR Parks Subcommittee


39.July 8, 2015, PTR Commission


40.July 28, 2015, PTR Parks Subcommittee


41.August 12, 2015, PTR Commission


42.September 2, 2015, PTR Commission Special Meeting


43.September 9, 2015, PTR Commission


44.September 30, 2015, PTR Commission


45.October 14, 2015, PTR Commission


46.November 11, 2015, PTR Commission


47.December 9, 2015, PTR Commission


48.December 18, 2015, DRC meeting at Leigh Creekside 
Park with full scale chalk outline of play features and fall 
zones


49.January 13, 2016, PTR Commission


50.January 26, 2016, City Council
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51.February 9, 2016, City Council


52.March 14, 2016, City Council


53.April 13, 2016, PTR Commission


54.May 9, 2016, City Council


55.May 11, 2016, PTR Commission


56.June 8, 2016, PTR Commission


57.June 27, 2016, City Council


58.  October 12, 2016, PTR Commission


59.  October 17, 2016, Planning Commission


60.  December 5, 2016, Planning Commission


61.  January 23, 2017, City Council


23 January 2017

City of Lafayette
Leigh Creekside Park 
Amended Master Plan �31



8. Environmental Compliance 
• Please refer to the document:


Leigh Creekside Park

Master Plan Amendment Project

for the City of Lafayette

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration, and Appendices

November 22, 2016

	 	 Prepared by PLACEWORKS
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Appendix A:
Leigh Creekside Park
Master Plan
2000
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http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us/city-hall/city-departments/parks-trails-recreation/parks-trails-rec-commission
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Appendix B:
Leigh Creekside Park
Survey & Site Plan of
Amended Master Plan
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Survey prepared by 
Rick Humann, 
licensed surveyor

Site Plan of 
Amended 
Master Plan on 

Slide



 

23 January 2017

City of Lafayette
Leigh Creekside Park 
Amended Master Plan �53

Appendix C:
City Certified Arborist Review of 
Leigh Creekside Park  
Amended Master Plan dated October 17, 2016

September 28, 2016 
            Prepared by INSIDEOUT
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Inside Out Design, Inc.   6000 Harwood Avenue Oakland, CA 94618   510.655.7674 T   510.655.7673 F    aboutinsideout.com 

 
 
 
 
September 28, 2016 
 
Jennifer Russell, Director 
City of Lafayette Parks 
Trails & Recreation 
500 Saint Mary’s Road 
Lafayette, CA 94549 
 
 
 
Re:  Leigh Creekside Park Amended Master Plan 
 
Dear Jennifer,  
 
Per the City’s direction, I have reviewed the Amended Master Plan for the Leigh 
Creekside Park, dated October 17, 2016, prepared by James Dixon.   

 

Amended Master Plan Summary 

Similar to the revised Site Improvement Plan, dated January 22, 2016, the Amended 
Master Plan shows a number of proposed historically themed (ice age, hunter-
gatherer, pioneer, etc.) play structures and educational activities (a climbing, artificial 
boulder rock structure, lumber wagon, cargo nets, elevated platforms, etc.) most of 
which are ADA compliant and meant for children ranging from 9 months to 12 years 
of age.   To augment the existing site features: additional picnic tables, accessible 
walkways, benches, trash receptacles and bike racks area proposed. 

The designer has addressed previous concerns raised by the community and 
previous reviews: 

� The previous northern trail that looped around the Heritage Oak has been 
eliminated 

� Many of the play structures have been reduced in size with smaller ‘fall zones’ 

� The play structures located along Moraga Boulevard have been pulled back in 
an effort to help preserve existing trees and maintain the wild character along 
the edge of the park 

Two existing trees are deemed for removal: an 18” Incense cedar and 19.5” Incense 
cedar. 
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1Air spade: a pneumatic tool that removes soil, via highly compressed air, minimizing root damage 2 

Observations & Recommendations for the Amended Master Plan 

1. Two proposed bench locations are within close proximity to existing trees.  In 
an effort to minimize root disturbance, please retain an arborist to perform an 
exploratory root search, via an air spade1, to determine if there is a conflict 
with the post locations of the benches and any roots.  The exact location of 
the bench may be adjusted accordingly based on this information.  

2. It appears the proposed ‘Ice Age Time’ site feature is relatively exposed for 
views from Moraga Boulevard.  Consider native, supplemental plantings 
between the fall zone and sidewalk to help buffer the introduction of the 
feature.  Mass plantings in drifts of 3 to 5 species to reflect the natural 
character of the setting. 

 

For required mitigation measures for the two tree removals and any other 
recommendations still germane to the proposed site improvements, please refer to 
our previous memorandum dated February 10, 2016 and the original Tree Inventory 
dated November 4, 2015. 

 
 
 

 

Please contact me with any questions or if additional information is needed. 
Sincerely,  
INSIDEOUT DESIGN, INC 

 
Pennell Phillips 
City Landscape Consultant 
Landscape Architect, CLA 5602 
Certified Arborist, WE-6608A 
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Appendix D:
Passive and Active
Area Calculations & 
Area Graphics



Passive and Active
Area Calculations & 
Area Graphics 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Area in square feet % of total area 
within fence

Area within split rail fence 22,606 100%

Play Elements and Fall Zones

Ice Age (300 sf) + Pioneer (1,198 sf) = 1,498 s.f. 1,498 6.63%

Dirt and Pathway within Active Area 2,702 11.95%

Total Area of Play Elements, Fall Zones, Dirt, and Pathway 
within Active Area

4,200 18.58%

Area within fence
22,606 sq ft
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Appendix B:"
"
Data Counts for"
"
" Leigh Creekside Park"
"
" Brook Street Park"
"
" Lafayette Elementary



Dates Parks Observed Detail

Qty

Obs

58 SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR

10am 4 5 2 0 0 1 3 1 0 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 1.5 1.8 0.0 0.0 0.8 1.8 0.3

11am 7 0 4 1 2 0 1 0 3 5 0 0 1 2 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 14 10 0 0 1 3 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 4 1 0 0 1 0 0 2.0 3.4 1.6 0.3 0.7 0.6 0.4

12pm 8 1 3 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 4 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 10 6 0 2 1 2 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 3 1 0 0 1 0 0 1.1 3.0 0.9 0.0 0.9 0.3 0.6

1pm 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 0 0 1 0 1 2 2 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 3 0 0 2 0 0 8 1 0 0 6 1 1 0 5 2 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1.8 2.3 0.3 0.1 1.5 0.3 0.4

2pm 6 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 0 1 0 3 0 0 1 0 1 2 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 1 1 4 0 3 2 1 0 0.8 3.0 0.0 0.5 1.2 0.5 0.5

3pm 9 2 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 3 0 4 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 0 1 2 5 0 2 0 1 1 0.9 1.6 0.3 0.9 0.7 0.1 0.4

4pm 8 0 6 1 2 1 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 1 2 0 0 4 0 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 2 1 1 0 1 0 0 3 2 0 1 0 0 0.4 2.3 0.5 0.9 0.9 0.6 0.1

5pm 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.3 1.3 0.1 0.3 0.8 0.4 0.4

1 4 1 1 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 3 1 1 1 0 0 2 4 0 0 1 0 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 1 1 0 0 2 5 2 0 2 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.1 2.3 0.5 0.4 0.9 0.6 0.4

Avg 6 minute visit

8 29 11 5 3 3 3 9 19 1 2 4 7 1 0 20 4 8 8 0 0 16 32 0 0 8 0 8 10 13 0 0 10 3 2 1 14 1 1 3 3 6 6 13 0 6 8 2 2 17 37 18 1 17 6 9 7 10 2 3 5 2 1 4 12 4 4 8 4 4 14 19 2 6 8 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8.7 18.5 3.7 2.9 7.3 4.4 3.1

Avg 6 minute visit

Car Summary

43 SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR

10am 3 1 4 6 1 1 0 1 0 2 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.3 2.0 2.7 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.7

11am 7 0 6 4 1 0 0 0 0 5 6 2 1 0 1 0 7 6 3 1 0 2 0 3 4 0 0 0 2 1 3 7 0 1 0 0 1 5 3 6 0 0 0 0 6 2 4 0 0 3 0.3 5.0 4.6 2.3 0.4 0.0 1.1

12pm 7 0 6 4 1 0 0 0 0 7 6 3 0 0 1 0 5 4 3 1 0 1 0 2 2 1 0 0 1 0 4 7 0 3 0 0 1 8 4 6 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0.1 4.9 4.0 2.0 0.6 0.0 0.4

1pm 8 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 1 7 5 4 1 0 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 1 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 1 2 7 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.3 2.1 3.0 0.8 0.3 0.0 0.4

2pm 2 0 2 6 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 2 0 0 0 0.0 2.0 4.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.5

3pm 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 8 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0.0 1.3 2.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.5

4pm 6 0 5 6 0 0 0 0 1 11 9 1 2 1 3 0 5 8 1 0 0 2 1 3 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 1 0 0 0.3 4.7 4.2 0.8 0.5 0.2 0.8

5pm 6 0 6 8 0 0 0 0 0 6 8 4 0 0 1 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0.2 3.0 2.8 1.3 0.3 0.0 0.0

0 6 7 0 0 0 0 0 5 4 1 0 0 0 0 5 5 2 1 0 1 0 6 5 3 1 0 2 0 4 5 0 1 0 1 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 5 1 0 0 2 1 2 3 1 1 0 0 0 3 1 3 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 1 2 0 0 1 0.2 3.1 3.4 1.2 0.3 0.0 0.6

Avg 40 minute visit

0 44 56 0 0 0 0 0 40 29 5 0 0 0 3 37 37 16 5 0 5 0 48 40 24 8 0 12 2 30 38 2 4 2 10 0 8 24 0 0 0 0 0 27 39 7 0 0 12 4 17 25 10 5 0 0 3 24 11 22 2 0 2 0 16 3 0 5 0 0 0 21 8 16 0 0 8 1.5 24.9 27.2 9.3 2.4 0.2 4.4

Avg 40 minute visit

24 SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR SN AD YC OC LD OD CR

10am 3 1 12 4 16 0 0 2 1 0 2 6 0 0 1 3 0 2 1 0 1 0 1.7 4.0 2.7 7.7 0.0 0.3 1.0

11am 2 1 12 5 15 1 0 0 6 20 8 18 0 0 2 3.5 16.0 6.5 16.5 0.5 0.0 1.0

12pm 3 1 12 2 16 4 0 0 0 6 1 7 0 0 2 0 9 2 5 0 0 3 0.3 9.0 1.7 9.3 1.3 0.0 1.7

1pm 3 0 3 2 6 0 0 0 0 4 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 1 0.0 2.7 1.7 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.3

2pm 4 0 7 2 10 0 0 0 0 2 0 7 0 0 1 2 2 3 3 0 0 2 0 1 1 3 0 0 0 0.5 3.0 1.5 5.8 0.0 0.0 0.8

3pm 3 0 4 0 8 0 0 1 0 2 0 8 0 0 1 0 5 2 3 0 0 2 0.0 3.7 0.7 6.3 0.0 0.0 1.3

4pm 2 1 10 2 27 0 0 0 1 4 5 6 0 0 2 1.0 7.0 3.5 16.5 0.0 0.0 1.0

5pm 4 0 12 1 32 0 0 3 0 4 5 3 0 1 0 0 6 4 3 0 0 1 0 8 7 7 0 0 2 0.0 6.5 3.3 10.5 0.3 0.3 1.3

0 5 2 8 0 0 0 1 9 2 17 1 0 1 2 6 3 8 0 0 1 1 4 3 3 0 0 1 0 5 4 5 0 0 2 0.9 6.5 2.7 9.4 0.3 0.1 1.0

Avg 70 minute visit

0 40 16 64 0 0 0 5 73 16 138 6 0 8 12 45 25 60 0 1 11 5 33 21 25 0 1 9 0 36 32 36 0 0 12 7.0 51.8 21.4 75.6 2.1 0.6 8.3

Avg 70 minute visit

No observations made. SN- Seniors appearing over 55 years of age.
Peak park visit hours. AD - Any Adult appearing to be 18-55 years old.

Numbers are rounded to the nearesr whole number for clarity. YC - Any Child appearing to be 5 years old or younger.
Estimate Total by Day = Average per Hour x 8 Daylight Hours (10am-6pm) OC - Any Child appearing to be 5-17 years old.
When possible, park users length of stay is noted on observation forms. LD - Any Leashed Dog.
Lafayette Elementary: When park visitor stays exceeded length of observation (120 minutes), 120 minutes was used. OD - Any Off-Leash Dog.
Leigh Creekside: If people/dogs walked through park for any reason (a drink, a dog waste bag, taking a short cut, no apparent reason) they are included in totals. CR - Park users drove car to park.

142.7 83.4 104.0 155.8

2.7

120.0 232.0

1.1 36.0 68.0 0.0 58.8 97.05.7 57.3 85.3 1.3 37.7 45.7Est. Total/Day* 40.0 80.0 0.0 77.7 154.3

12.1 0.3

15.0 29.0 17.8 10.4 13.0 19.5

5.7 0.1 4.5 8.5 0.0 7.419.3 0.7 7.2 10.7 0.2 4.7

La
fa

ye
tte

 E
lem

en
ta

ry

Average/Hour 5.0 10.0 0.0 9.7

60.8 18.7 45.3 62.9

2.6

100.0 74.7 92.8 112.0 72.0 32.0 73.1 56.0

5.3 21.3 24.0 0.0 26.4 36.55.0 27.2 33.6 1.6 16.0 2.70.0 27.4 45.7 0.0 21.0 35.08.0 32.0 40.0 6.0 8.0 24.00.0 40.0 52.8 4.8 48.0 64.0

7.6 2.3 5.7 7.9

Est. Total/Day* 44.0 56.0 0.0 40.0 34.7

4.6 0.3

12.5 9.3 11.6 14.0 9.0 4.0 9.1 7.0

0.3 0.7 2.7 3.0 0.0 3.34.4 0.6 3.4 4.2 0.2 2.03.0 0.0 3.4 5.7 0.0 2.68.0 1.0 4.0 5.0 0.8 1.04.3 0.0 5.0 6.6 0.6 6.0

Suspicious man drove car. 3 dog owners drove 3 cars. Seniors drove 1 car. 1 dog owners drove 1 car.

Br
oo

k

Average/Hour 5.5 7.0 0.0 5.0

24.0 41.1 0.0 33.8

Seniors drove 1 car. Seniors drove 1 car. No drivers during observ. Const. workers, 1 car. Seniors drove 1 car. Reader + lone adult drove.

48.0 22.4 17.1 25.0 73.1 22.9

0.0 0.0 27.2 6.6 11.7

53.3 31.0 32.0

8.0 12.0 33.1 8.0 12.6 0.019.4 22.9 17.1 5.7 6.9 16.02.3 6.9 19.0 6.0 10.0 53.70.0 8.0 22.4 0.0 12.8 14.93.0 11.0 20.0 12.0 8.0 48.0

2.9 3.0 5.1 0.0 4.2

Est. Total/Day* 37.3 16.0 5.3 28.0

0.8 1.5

6.7 3.9 4.0 6.0 2.8 2.1 3.1 9.1

1.0 1.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.40.7 0.9 2.0 1.0 1.5 4.10.8 1.3 6.7 2.4 2.9 2.10.0 1.6 1.9 0.3 0.9 2.41.5 1.0 6.0 0.0 1.0 2.8

Quantity of People/Dogs/Cars

Le
ig

h

Average/Hour 4.7 2.0 0.7 3.5 0.4 1.4 2.5

Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars

6-Oct Per Hour
Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars Quantity People/Dogs/Cars

24-Sep 25-Sep 26-Sep 27-Sep 3-Oct 4-Oct

Sunday Tuesday Average

5-Sep 6-Sep 7-Sep 8-Sep 12-Sep 22-Sep 23-Sep

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday SaturdaySaturday Sunday Labor Day Tuesday Saturday Tuesday

Dates Parks Observed Detail  Preliminary For Discussion Purposes Only Page 1
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